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Scientific and Cultural Facilities District – At A Glance
www.scfd.org
 

The Basics
· Voter approved annual distribution of one penny on $10 sales tax collected in the 7-county metro area

· Only 0.75% allocated for administrative costs

· Seven counties: Adams, Arapahoe, Boulder, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas (excepting Castle Rock and Larkspur), Jefferson

· Sunset provision: currently the SCFD will expire on June 30, 2018 with another bid for reauthorization planned between 2014-2016

· Annual per capita resident cost of about $16
The Big Picture

· $37.3 million distributed to approximately 300 eligible scientific and cultural organizations in 2009

· The total revenue distributed from 1989 through 2009 is $628,000,000 

· The highest annual distribution in SCFD’s 20-year history was $42.1 million in 2007

 

Three Tiers

· Tier I – 65.5% of SCFD funds (determined by Statute)

· Denver Art Museum

· Denver Botanic Gardens

· Denver Museum of Nature and Science

· The Denver Center for the Performing Arts
· Denver Zoo

· Tier II – 21% of SCFD funds

· Based on qualifying annual income and paid attendance

· Formula determines award amount

· 24 Tier II organizations funded in 2010

· Tier III – 13.5% of SCFD funds

· 266 Tier III organizations funded in 2010

· Great variety in types of cultural and scientific organizations

· Competitive grant process with funding amounts determined by County Cultural Council in each county

 

CBCA 2010 Economic Activity Study (data collected from 2009):

· Cultural institutions generated $1.46 billion in economic activity

· $160 million contributed to all SCFD institutions by individuals, corporate sponsors, foundations, government grants, in-kind donations, and others
· 11.2 million visits to cultural organizations

· 5.1 million free/discounted admissions
· Over 4.2 million school children had contact with arts and culture for an average of 9 contacts per student
· 8,718 individuals employed by SCFD-funded organizations
· Aggregate payroll of $18.4 million in cultural institutions
· Over 42,000 people volunteered nearly 2 million hours
