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Scientific and Cultural Facilities District

ELIGIBILITY AND DISTRIBUTION INFORMATION

Applications are accepted for review between June 1 and October 31 and must be received by October 31 in order for an organization to be eligible for funding in the following calendar year.

What is the SCFD and its Three Tier Structure?
In November 1988 voters in metropolitan Denver, Colorado approved a referendum establishing a one-tenth of one percent sales tax (1¢ on $10) to support scientific and cultural facilities within a seven-county area. The Scientific and Cultural Facilities District Act
 created the Metropolitan Scientific & Cultural Facilities District (SCFD). The Act sets forth criteria for eligibility and how SCFD funds may be spent. It empowers an 11-member Board of Directors to establish policy for implementation of the Act. Proceeds from the tax currently provide approximately $40 million per year for metro Denver's cultural community.  In November 2004, voters approved an extension of the District until 2018.  The statute divides beneficiaries of the SCFD tax revenue into three tiers. Each tier has its own set of statutory eligibility criteria.
Tier I is limited in statute to the five regional cultural institutions -- the Denver Zoo, Denver Museum of Nature and Science, Denver Art Museum, Denver Botanic Gardens and the Denver Center for the Performing Arts.  These institutions receive 65.5% of total SCFD revenue. Tier II includes eligible organizations that qualify by meeting an operating income threshold. Tier II organizations receive 21% of SCFD revenue. Eligible Tier III organizations may apply for a portion of Tier III’s allocated 13.5% of total SCFD funds distributed through county cultural councils. Available funding to each county cultural council depends on the proportional share of all SCFD revenue collected in that county. Eligibility for Tier III funding is not a guarantee that the organization will receive funds in any given year.
How Are Tier III Funds Distributed?
In each of the seven counties within the SCFD, a county cultural council reviews Tier III grant applications of eligible organizations and develops a funding plan for distributing SCFD grants.  The county commissioners, or in Broomfield and Denver, the City Council members, are responsible for appointing the cultural council members. The SCFD Board of Directors annually reviews and approves each county’s funding plan.

Each county cultural council may establish grant deadlines and application requirements in addition to those specified in the SCFD statute.  Tier III is an annual grant process. Application deadlines range from March through May, depending on the county. Grant awards are made in a single October distribution. Eligibility does not guarantee funding at the Tier III level.
Who Qualifies to Receive SCFD Funds?
The Scientific and Cultural Facilities District statute outlines eligibility criteria applicable to ALL organizations seeking funding.  The minimum requirements for SCFD funding recipients are as follows:

1.
Qualifying/Primary Purpose

The primary purpose of scientific and cultural facilities shall be "to provide for the enlightenment and entertainment of the public through the production, presentation, exhibition, advancement or preservation of art, music, theatre, dance, zoology, botany, natural history, or cultural history."

"Cultural facility" means a nonprofit institutional organization having as its primary purpose the advancement and preservation of art, music, theatre or dance.

"Scientific facility" means a nonprofit institutional organization having as its primary purpose the advancement and preservation of zoology, botany, natural history or cultural history.

"Cultural history" means the history that concentrates upon the social, intellectual, and artistic aspects or forces in the life of a people, region, state, or nation, for which an understanding and appreciation may be gained through buildings, structures, sites, architecture, objects, and activities significant to said history.
2.
Tax Status Requirements
a) Scientific and cultural facilities shall demonstrate evidence of tax-exempt status as determined by the IRS 501(c) (3) Letter of Determination. Such letters shall have been issued or re-issued within the last five years.  

       The board accepts organizations with a national affiliation that cannot acquire an in-state 501(c)   

      (3) status.  They must:

· Have Colorado incorporation, and

· Be governed by a local board, and

· Show proof of individual 990 tax filings, and

· Not otherwise be able to get an individual tax status.
b) Provide evidence of status as an agency of local government whose purpose qualifies for participation, e.g., provide a formal resolution creating the cultural entity.
c) To qualify for Tier II, an organization must have been in existence operating and serving the public for at least five years prior to the distribution of Tier II funds.
d) To qualify for Tier III, an organization must have been in existence operating and serving the public for at least three years prior to the distribution of Tier III funds.
e) The statute does not allow funding of:

· any agency of the state (includes libraries)
· any educational institution, school or educational foundation
· any radio or television broadcasting network or station

· any cable communications system

· any newspaper or magazine

· any organization that is engaged solely in the acquisition or physical restoration of historic buildings, structures or sites

3. Public Benefit Requirement: Funding must be used to support accessible programs and events with direct, identifiable and measurable public benefit principally to the residents of the district.

4. Geographic Requirements: Eligible organizations must:
a) Be physically located within the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District which excludes Castle Rock and Larkspur
b) Conduct a majority of their activities within the state of Colorado; and

c) Offer activities that are accessible to and principally benefit the residents within the district.

5. Non-Discrimination Requirements: The organization must have non-discrimination policies and practices which have been formally approved by the board of directors, stating that the organization pledges not to discriminate against any employee, volunteer program participant, or other, on the basis of age, race, sex, color, creed, religion, national origin, sexual orientation, transgender status, gender identity, gender expression, ancestry, marital status, gender, veteran status, political service, affiliation or disability. 
Scientific and Cultural Facilities District Eligibility Application

Applications are accepted between June 1 and October 31. 
Incomplete applications or those submitted after October 31 will be held for review until at least the following June.
Principal County – Select the legal county of residence as filed with the IRS.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Adams
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Arapahoe
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Boulder
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Broomfield
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Denver
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Douglas
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Jefferson
	 Applicant Information



	Organization’s Full Legal Name (List any “dba”).

	     

	Organization’s Official Address, City and Zip Code

	     

	Organization’s Phone Number, Fax, Email, Website (an email address is required)

	     

	Primary Contact, Title, Phone, Email


Procedures for Establishing Eligibility

Attach the following required information to this cover page:

1. IRS Letter of Determination certifying 501(c) 3 status, Advance ruling notification or IRS Letter of Final Determination, or a local government resolution creating a division whose primary purpose meets SCFD’s statutory purpose as stated below in section 3.  IRS letters must be issued or re-issued within the last five years.
2. Organization's Articles of Incorporation and Mission Statement.  Provide the organization’s mission statement as adopted by the Board of Directors and reported to the IRS. Please indicate the date of adoption and most recent review by the board of directors.
3. Compliance Statement of Statutory Requirements.  Please state in your own words how your organization meets SCFD’s statutory requirements, namely that your “primary purpose is to provide for the enlightenment and entertainment of the public through the production, presentation, exhibition, advancement or preservation of art, music, theatre, dance, zoology, botany, natural history or cultural history..." Include one or more examples of such compliance.
4. Tier II Length of Existence and Operations.  Provide documentation demonstrating the organization has been in existence operating and serving the public for at least five years.
5. Tier III Length of Existence and Operations. Provide documentation demonstrating the organization has been in existence operating and serving the public for at least three years. 
6. Non-discrimination Statement: Submit the organization’s board approved non-discrimination statement covering all categories in SCFD’s non-discrimination statement (See www.scfd.org). These protections should extend to all individuals with whom the organization comes into contact (employee, volunteer program participant, patron or other). Indicate the date of adoption and its most recent review by the board of directors.
7. Required Financial Information. Current and previous fiscal year’s Income and Expense Statement and Balance sheet as well as a copy of your most recently filed form 990, 990 EZ or 990 N.
8. Board of Directors list with addresses of members and a description of the expertise each member brings to the organization. 

9. Staff list with a brief description of each person’s expertise and responsibilities.  (For agencies of local government only: include general ledger pages showing separate revenue and expense accounts for the applicant agency). 
10. Activities list: please complete the attached page (make copies as needed) and list all of the organization’s public and private activities during the last three years. Public activities should be noted with an asterisk.  Activities may be grouped and summarized as appropriate.  Please clearly describe the activities and review the examples in red on the first two rows of the following chart.
Activities List

	Date

(mm/yy)
	Location

(street address, city, county)
	Event

(name or type and full description)
	Number of People in Attendance

	06/09
	899 Logan Street, Denver, Denver
	Film Night, film debut; Screening and discussion *
	35

	07/09
	Arvada Center, 6901 Wadsworth Blvd, Arvada, Jefferson
	Dance performance; Performance and demonstration with audience members *
	200

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


I, 






, certify the above activities list is a true and accurate accounting of the organization’s activities during the most recently completed fiscal year.

Signature of Board President or authorizing official




Date

Submission Procedures

A completed eligibility application (including all attachments) may be submitted in hard copy or electronically via email to the SCFD office but must be received by the October 31st deadline.

Mailing address:
SCFD Eligibility Review




Scientific and Cultural Facilities District




899 Logan Street #500




Denver, CO  80203



Email: scfd@scfd.org



Phone: 303-860-0588 ext 112 or 113
Notification of Eligibility Status
Applicants will be notified of their eligibility status as follows:

1. Eligible for Participation: If an organization fully meets eligibility criteria and may apply for funding.  The SCFD will notify the organization in writing confirming its qualification.

2. Not Qualified for Eligibility:  If an organization has not yet met specified eligibility criteria, the SCFD will notify the organization in writing regarding the areas that do not meet eligibility criteria.  The organization may choose to submit additional information that clarifies or resolves the barriers to receiving qualification.

� Colorado Revised Statutes §§32-13-101 – 114.
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